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1. The 60th World Health Assembly was held out in Geneva, Switzerland, from 14 
to 23 May 2007. Delegations from 32 Member States of the Americas were present. The 
Assembly elected Mrs. Jane Halton of Australia as President. Other officers from the 
Region of the Americas were: Dr. Caroline Chang, Minister of Health of Ecuador, Vice-
President of the Assembly; Ambassador Dennis Francis, Permanent Representative of 
Trinidad and Tobago, Vice-Chairman of Committee B; and Dr. A. Funez, Vice Minister 
of Health of Honduras, Rapporteur of Committee A. The keynote speaker was Mr. Jens 
Stoltenberg, Prime Minister of Norway, who called on the international community to 
develop a global plan to increase interventions that would save lives and make progress 
toward the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. Mrs. Thoraya Ahmed 
Obaid, Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), also 
addressed the Assembly.  
 
2. The Committee on Credentials was created at the suggestion of the President, and 
pursuant to Article 23 of the Rules of Procedure, it was made up of the delegates of 12 
Member States, among them Barbados and Guatemala from the Region of the Americas. 
The Committee on Nominations was also created, pursuant to Article 24 of the Rules of 
Procedure; of the 24 Member States that sit on the Committee, Argentina, Canada, 
Colombia, Panama, and Suriname were elected by the Region of the Americas. Finally, 
Ecuador, Cuba, Jamaica, Paraguay, and the United States were elected members of the 
General Committee. 
 
3. The World Health Assembly opened on Monday, 14 May, with an optimistic 
assessment of the global health situation presented by the new Director-General of the 
World Health Organization (WHO), Dr. Margaret Chan, who called on global leaders in 
the health sector to build a “health legacy” for the women and peoples of Africa. In her 
address, Dr. Chan noted with approval the importance accorded health and health policy 



CE140/INF/2  (Eng.) 
Page 2 
 
 
worldwide: health is now considered a key area of engagement for foreign policy and a 
fundamental aspect of corporate social responsibility.  
 
4. Dr. Chan described her six-item agenda for WHO: health development; health 
security; strengthening health systems; using evidence to define strategies and measure 
results; managing partnerships to get the best results in countries; and improving the 
performance of WHO. She also said that she awaited with interest the 15 June entry into 
force of the revised International Health Regulations adopted by the World Health 
Assembly in 2005. The underlying strategy of these Regulations is preventive risk 
management and its aim is to stop an event at its source, before it has a chance to become 
an international threat.  
 
5. Marking one year since his tragic death, on 22 May a special tribute was paid to 
the memory of Dr. Lee Jong-Wook, previous Director-General of WHO.  
 
6. Prior to the opening of the Assembly, the first meeting of Heads of Delegation 
from the Region of the Americas discussed the matters of greatest interest for the 
Region’s participation in the 60th Assembly. They included the Strategic Plan, malaria, 
drugs and intellectual property, and alcohol abuse. In addition, Panama’s Minister of 
Health, Dr. Camilo Alleyne, gave a presentation summarizing the process involved in the 
drafting of the Health Agenda for the Americas to be launched in early June in Panama 
during the OAS General Assembly; discussion of the Agenda continued the next day 
until its approval.  
 
7. Eighteen items were on the Agenda of the 60th World Health Assembly, the 
majority of them on health policy and the rest on administrative, budget, and institutional 
matters. As in earlier World Health Assemblies, these matters were discussed in the 
Commissions and the plenary session. The Assembly adopted 30 resolutions. The full 
text of these resolutions, as well as other documents related to the World Health 
Assembly, can be accessed on the WHO website: http://www.who.int/gb/e/e_wha60.html 
 
8. The majority of these resolutions are especially relevant for both the Member 
States of the Region of the Americas and the Regional Office; particularly important are 
the resolution on the Medium-term Strategic Plan 2008-2013, because of its implications 
for PAHO’s Strategic Plan 2008-2012 and its necessary coordination with the Health 
Agenda for the Americas, and the resolutions on Public Health, Innovation and, 
Intellectual Property and  Pandemic Flu Preparedness: Sharing of Influenza Viruses and 
Access to Vaccines and Other Benefits. Other resolutions deal with technical and health 
policy issues, and the rest, administrative and budget matters.  
 
9. The respective resolutions are summarized in the table below.  
 

http://www.who.int/gb/e/e_wha60.html
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Other Matters: Executive Board 
 
10. The 121st Session of the Executive Board opened on 24 May.  
 
11. During that session, the new Member States empowered to designate one person 
to sit on the Executive Board were elected. Bahamas, Paraguay, and Peru were elected to 
replace Bolivia, Brazil, and Jamaica, joining the United States of America (2006-2009), 
El Salvador (2006-2009), and Mexico (2005-2008) to complete the countries from the 
Region of the Americas. In addition, Dr. Sada Sivan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Singapore, was elected Chairman of the Executive Board, and Dr. José Maza Brizuela, 
Minister of Health of El Salvador, Vice Chairman.  
 
12. The Agenda of the 121st Session of the Executive Board included six items on 
technical matters: Health Technologies; Avian Influenza; Public Health, Innovation and 
Intellectual property; Management, Budget, and Financial Matters; Staffing Matters; and 
Matters for Information.  The Board adopted two resolutions: 1) Methods of Work of the 
Executive Board; and 2) Expert Committee on the Selection and Use of Essential 
Medicines: establishment of a subcommittee. The full text of these resolutions, together 
with other related documents, can be accessed on the WHO website: 
http://www.who.int/gb/s/s_eb121.html 
 
Action by the Executive Committee 
 
13. The Executive Committee is requested take note of these resolutions and consider 
their implications for the Region of the Americas.  
 
 
Annexes 
 

http://www.who.int/gb/s/s_eb121.html
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