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When Englishman Edward Jenner invented the first vaccine, against 

smallpox, no one could imagine what it would mean for humanity as the first 

link in a chain of scientific discovery that has prevented the spread of viruses, 

controlled epidemics, and eradicated diseases, thus preventing widespread 

suffering, sequelae, and deaths.  

Thanks to vaccines, today we can protect individuals against infections 

and illnesses but, even more importantly, we can anticipate, diminish, and 

prevent risks to the entire community by controlling diseases that, like polio, 

measles, diphtheria, tetanus, and rubella, sow despair, disability, and loss of 

life when mass vaccination strategies and epidemiological surveillance systems 

are not implemented as measures to stop their spread.  

That is why in the Dominican Republic, the government headed by my 

husband, Dr. Leonel Fernández Reyna, under the direction of our efficient and 

indefatigable Secretary of State for Public Health and Social Welfare, Dr. 

Bautista Rojas Gómez, has prioritized immunization programs, making them a 

fundamental part of a health policy that stresses prevention as a strategy to 

care for the population and protect it from preventable illnesses and afflictions.  

As my Nation’s First Lady, I have taken on the mission of supporting the 

continuous improvement of public health in the Dominican Republic, investing 

in the places where health services are provided, promoting compassionate care 

in these services, and educating the people about healthy behaviors. For this 

purpose, we have joined forces with the vaccination programs, conducting 

education campaigns to ensure that every Dominican family is aware that a 

simple vaccine can make the difference between a truncated or limited life and 

a full life.  
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As a result of that work, we find ourselves today in this exalted 

gathering, describing our experiences and the progress made in the Region, in 

compliance with the resolution adopted at the 44th Directing Council of this 

Organization in 2003. I hope that these experiences will serve as 

encouragement for the elimination of rubella, congenital rubella syndrome, and 

measles in the Hemisphere.  

Last year, our country launched a sweeping rubella vaccination 

campaign, achieving complete coverage of the male and female population aged 

7 to 39.  

Rubella in the Dominican Republic and other countries of the Americas 

is already history; we now have the guarantee that each developing life will be 

free from infection with that virus, provided that we maintain surveillance to 

prevent its reintroduction while the disease is still present in the Hemisphere 

and the rest of the world.   

And this is a real challenge, since thanks to the Hemisphere’s 

immunization activities, each year we have been able to prevent some 20,000 

cases of congenital rubella syndrome in the Americas; if the rubella elimination 

activities had not taken place, each infected patient would have represented an 

expenditure of roughly US$ 60,000 dollars in direct and indirect costs, not 

counting the consequent serious sequelae, such as blindness, deafness, and 

heart defects and their impact on families and society as a whole.  

Today, I am here with you as a citizen of the Americas who is raising her 

voice in the fight to eliminate rubella and any other virus for which there is a 

vaccine forever in this Hemisphere.  

In this 21st century, when technology has made extraordinary advances 

in medicine possible, to the point where a small device injected into the human 

body can detect anomalous cell growth, we can consider it neither acceptable 

nor just that some human beings still get sick and die for lack of a vaccine that 

should be available to all.  
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Health must be guaranteed to all humanity as an inalienable right, 

without discrimination of any type. I therefore believe that progress in the 

medical sciences is only effective and only extraordinary when it serves the 

community.  

In this globalized world virtually without borders, the eradication of 

endemic diseases cannot be confined to a single country, region, or continent, 

but has global dimensions. Thus, it has become increasingly necessary that all 

citizens of the world be aware of what not having a vaccine accessible to 

everyone who needs it means.  

I therefore call on our governments, through you, the Secretaries and 

Ministers of Health of all the nations of the Hemisphere, my fellow First Ladies, 

international cooperation agencies, the media, academia, churches, 

nongovernmental organizations, and the population at large, to redouble your 

efforts and join together to eradicate rubella and other vaccine-preventable 

diseases in the Americas once and for all. I would also like to encourage all of 

you to collaborate and provide special support to our sister country, Haiti, to 

offer it all your unconditional assistance and collaboration for the campaign 

that is beginning this year; to make a commitment to continue collaborating 

and implementing the cooperation efforts that we have already begun in order 

to seek common solutions to our countries’ health problems.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Pan American Health 

Organization and its Director, Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, for all the interest, 

friendship, and support provided to our country through its excellent 

Representative, Dr. Cristina Nogueira, always assisting us in the work of caring 

for and preserving the most valued and important of nonrenewable resource, 

health.  

To you, the health authorities of the Americas, my sincerest 

congratulations on your achievements in these rubella and measles vaccination 

campaigns, which we will have the opportunity to see in the video “Rubella 

Elimination in the Americas: A Challenge and a Reality” at the conclusion of my 



4 
 

remarks. Here you will see the record figures in the history of immunization, 

which I hope will always be your motivation and point of departure for the 

sustained effort required to make the Americas and the world a healthy place.  

At this Pan American Sanitary Conference, the supreme Governing Body 

of the Pan American Health Organization, I would like to express my most 

profound and heartfelt desire and my commitment to all the peoples of the 

Americas to work for a more just and equitable Hemisphere, where all citizens 

can enjoy the opportunity to be free from rubella and any other preventable 

disease.  

Then, let us extend our hands to our brothers and sisters on other 

continents to ensure that the cry of a newborn baby boy or girl always 

represents a cry of hope and joy, because it is the beginning of a new life that is 

healthy and full of opportunities. And, paraphrasing John Lennon’s song 

Imagine, we will tell the world: You may say I am a dreamer, but I am not the 

only one, I hope someday you will join us, and the World will live “healthy” as 

one. 

Thank you very much 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


